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Curriculum Scope and Sequence 
Content Area Social Studies Course Title/Grade Level: Medieval History/Grade 7 

                                  Topic/Unit Name Suggested Pacing (Days/Weeks) 
Topic/Unit #1 Europe in the Middle Ages 8 weeks 

Topic/Unit #2 Origins and Spread of Islam 6 weeks 

Topic/Unit #3 Wrath of the Khans - The Mongols 2 weeks 

Topic/Unit #4 West African Empires 5 weeks 

Topic/Unit #5 Japanese Society and Feudalism 2 weeks 

Topic/Unit #6  Europe’s Rebirth - The Renaissance 4 weeks 

Topic/Unit #7 The Age of Exploration 4 weeks 

Topic/Unit #8 The Holocaust -The Rise of Nazism in the 20th Century 4 weeks 

Topic/Unit #9 Current Events Weekly 
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Topic/Unit 1 

Title 

 
Europe in the Middle Ages  

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
8 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS Social Studies 

 
6.2.8.D.3.a. Compare and contrast social hierarchies in classical civilizations as they relate to power, wealth, and equality. 
6.2.8.D.3.b. Determine common factors that contributed to the decline and fall of the Roman Empire, Gupta India, and Han China. 
6.2.8.D.3.d. Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or around this time period (i.e., Buddhism, 
Christianity, Confucianism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and Taoism), their patterns of expansion, and their responses to the current challenges 
of globalization. 
6.2.8.A.4.a. Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally govern expanding territories with diverse 
populations. 
6.2.8.A.4.b. Compare and contrast the Japanese and European systems of feudalism and the effectiveness of each in promoting social, 
economic, and political order. 
6.2.8.A.4.c. Determine the influence of medieval English legal and constitutional practices (i.e., the Magna Carta, parliament, and the 
development of habeas corpus and an independent judiciary) on modern democratic thought and institutions. 
6.2.8.B.4.a. Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, and cultural centers of each empire and well as the 
empires' relationships with other parts of the world. 
6.2.8.B.4.b. Assess how maritime and overland trade routes impacted urbanization, transportation, communication, and the development of 
international trade centers. 
6.2.8.B.4.f. Explain how the geographies and climates of Asia, Africa, Europe, and the Americas influenced their economic development and 
interaction or isolation with other societies 
6.2.8.C.4.a. Explain the interrelationships among improved agricultural production, population growth, urbanization, and commercialization. 
6.2.8.C.4.b. Determine the extent to which interaction between the Islamic world and medieval Europe increased trade, enhanced technology 
innovation, and impacted scientific thought and the arts. 
6.2.8.D.4.a. Analyze the role of religion and economics in shaping each empire’s social hierarchy, and evaluate the impact these hierarchical 
structures had on the lives of various groups of people 
6.2.8.D.4.b. Analyze the causes and outcomes of the Crusades from different perspectives, including the perspectives of European political 
and religious leaders, the crusaders, Jews, Muslims, and traders. 
6.2.8.D.4.c. Assess the demographic, economic, and religious impact of the plague on Europe. 
6.2.8.D.4.d. Determine which events led to the rise and eventual decline of European feudalism. 
6.2.8.D.4.f. Determine the extent to which the Byzantine Empire influenced the Islamic world and western Europe. 
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6.2.8.D.4.g. Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the people living Asia, Africa (Islam), Europe and the 
Americas over time. 
6.3.8.A.1. Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a reasoned conclusion.  
6.3.8.A.3. Collaborate with international students to deliberate about and address issues of gender equality, child mortality, or education.  
6.3.8.B.1. Evaluate alternative land use proposals and make recommendations to the appropriate governmental agency regarding the best 
course of action.  
6.3.8.C.1. Examine the perspectives of multiple stakeholders involved in the local budget process (e.g., obtaining information, discussing 
priorities). 
6.3.8.D.1. Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to understand how conflicting 
points of view are addressed in a democratic society. 
6.3.8CivicsPR.4: Use evidence and quantitative data to propose or defend a public policy related to climate change. 
 
Companion Standards 
 
RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources 
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
RH.6-8.3 Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a law, how interest 
rates are raised or lowered).  
RH.6-8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies.  
RH.6-8.5 Describe how a text presents information (e.g.,sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
RH.6-8.6 Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (eg., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts).  
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or map) with other information in print digital texts. 
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among facts, opinion, and reason judgement in a text. 
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary sources on the same topic. 
RH.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content: 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or 
text, using credible sources. 
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C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the argument supports. 

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events: 
A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 
WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  
WHST.6-8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation.  
WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
 
Standards (ELA) 
RI.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 

Standards 
9.1.8.A.2. Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, 
entrepreneurship, and economic conditions affect income.  
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RI.7.3. Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas 
in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how 
individuals influence ideas or events). 
 
RI.7.5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, 
including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to 
the development of the ideas. 
 
RI.7.8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a 
text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims. 
 
RI.7.9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, 
historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) how two 
or more authors writing about the same topic shape their 
presentations of key information by emphasizing different 
evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts. 
 
Activity 
In conjunction with the Language Arts curriculum students research 
several different individuals or groups from history. The historical 
figures in these texts face conflicts and obstacles that are caused by 
the historical context (historical time, place, or situation). These 
individuals or groups faced the challenges in various ways, resulting in 
different outcomes. Then students choose one of these historical 
figures and write an essay on the following prompt: What obstacles or 
challenges did this historical individual or group face, how did they 
attempt to overcome the obstacles they faced, and what was the 
outcome? 

9.1.8.A.3. Differentiate among ways that workers can improve 
earning power through the acquisition of new knowledge and skills. 
9.1.8.A.4. Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 
9.1.8.A.5. Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an 
individual’s earning power.  
9.1.8.B.6. Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and 
historical influences on financial practice.  
9.1.8.D.5. Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 
9.1.8.F.1. Explain how the economic system of production and 
consumption may be a means to achieve significant societal goals. 
 
Activity 
Students examine the daily life of people across different social 
classes in a project we call Daily Life in the Middle Ages. One  focus 
of the project is to learn how peasants improved their life stations by 
learning news skills and joining craft guilds. 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
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8.1.8.A.1. Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using 
digital tools. 
8.1.8.D.1. Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related 
to cyber safety, cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics 
including appropriate use of social media. 
8.1.8.D.4. Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
8.2.8.B.2. Identify the desired and undesired consequences from the 
use of a product or system. 
8.2.8.B.4. Research examples of how humans can devise 
technologies to reduce the negative consequences of other 
technologies and present your findings.  
8.2.8.B.5. Identify new technologies resulting from the demands, 
values, and interests of individuals,businesses, industries, and 
societies.  
 
 
Activity 
Students examine the environmental impact of plagues and 
pandemics on our world.  Students use the internet to research 
credible information about how the depopulation that occurred as a 
result of the plague impacted the environment then and how we have 
seen a similar impact on our environment today due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of 
decisions. 
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 
 
 
Activity 
Students discuss and explain how leaders during the Middle Ages began to 
change their governments in response to people’s demands for more rights 
and better living conditions. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Question 
What factors shaped daily life and continent-wide trends, including climate change, in medieval Europe?  How did changes in farming 
practices impact the population? 
 
Enduring Objective 
The economic and social system of feudalism as well as factors such as nation-states, various conflicts, and disease changed the way power 
was structured and how many people lived their lives.  
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STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● How power and social class impacted life in Medieval Europe. 
● The Black Death sparked social, political and social change 

throughout Europe. 
● Examine how farming practices increased Europe’s population 

during the Middle Ages and how that impacted society and the 
environment. 

 

Students will be able to: 
● Explain the fall of Rome and the rise of medieval Europe and 

the Byzantine Empire 
● Explain how Europe’s population grew as a result of farming 

and the impact that had on Europe’s society and the 
environment. 

● Describe social structures during the Middle Ages, including 
feudalism and manorialism. 

● Explain the emergence of nation-states (France and 
England) and their political structures. 

● Analyze the effects of various conflicts (i.e., Crusades and 
the Hundred Years War) among Eurasian powers. 

● Describe the Black Death and its effect on Eurasia and the 
world 

● Identify patterns related to the spread and recovery of people 
suffering from the Black Death 

● Analyze the effects of the Black Death had on the economy 
of Europe. 

 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Chapter Tests 
● Projects 
● Choice Board on the legacy of the Byzantine Empire 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Formative assessments (ticket-out-the-door, google forms surveys, etc) will be used frequently to 
assess student understanding. 

● Quizzes 
● Main Idea Webs for reading 
● Mind Map for key terms 
● Graphic organizer on the structure of feudalism 
● Comparison Charts on the rise of kingdoms 
● Map annotation of the spread of the plague along trade routes 
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● Cause/Effect/Event Chart for the Crusades 
● Graphs and charts to examine Europe’s population growth 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Obituary for Charlemagne 
● Pitch Your Idea assignment for a lord’s manor 
● Role play the signing of Magna Carta 
● Simulate feudalism in the roles of peasants, knights, lords, and monarchs 
● Create a map showing the relationship between the Byzantine Empire before and after Justinian’s 

rule 
● Design a presentation on Medieval farming techniques.  

 
Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

Analyze primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the past and understanding historical 
perspectives  
 
Resources: DBQ Project: Rise of Kings 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● Discovery Ed Techbook 
● HistoryAlive! Medieval World 

 
Supplemental materials: 

● Atlas (Online and physical) 
● Primary sources  
● Websites 

○ EyeWitness to History 
○ PBS 
○ YouTube 
○ EdSitement 
○ Medievalists 
○ Boston Debate League 
○ BIE 
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Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

 
Topic/Unit 2 

Title 

 
Origins and Spread of Islam  

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
6 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS Social Studies 

 
6.2.8.A.4.a. Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally govern expanding territories with diverse 
populations. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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6.2.8.B.4.a. Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, and cultural centers of each empire as well as the 
empires’ relationships with other parts of the world. 
6.2.8.B.4.b. Assess how maritime and overland trade routes (i.e., the African caravan and Silk Road) impacted urbanization, transportation, 
communication, and the development of international trade centers. 
6.2.8.B.4.d.  Explain why the Arabian Peninsula’s physical features and location made it the epicenter of Afro-Eurasian trade and fostered the 
spread of Islam into Africa, Europe, and Asia. 
6.2.8.C.4.b.  Determine the extent to which interaction between the Islamic world and medieval Europe increased trade, enhanced technology 
innovation, and impacted scientific thought and the arts 
6.2.8.D.4. a. Analyze the role of religion and economics in shaping each empire’s social hierarchy, and evaluate the impact these hierarchical 
structures had on the lives of various groups of people. 
6.2.8.D.4.b. Analyze the causes and outcomes of the Crusades from different perspectives, including the perspectives of European political 
and religious leaders, the crusaders, Jews, Muslims, and traders 
6.2.8.D.4.g. Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the people living Asia, Africa (Islam), Europe and the 
Americas over time. 
6.3.8CivicsPR.4: Use evidence and quantitative data to propose or defend a public policy related to climate change. 
 
Companion Standards 
 
RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources 
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a law, how interest 
rates are raised or lowered).  
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies.  
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g.,sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (eg., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts).  
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or map) with other information in print digital texts. 
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among facts, opinion, and reason judgement in a text. 
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary sources on the same topic. 
RH.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content: 
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A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or 
text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the argument supports. 

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events: 
A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 
WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  
WHST.6-8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation.  
WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
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Standard 
Visual Arts 1.1.8.D.1 Art is a universal language. Visual 
communication through art crosses cultural and language barriers 
throughout time. 
Visual Arts 1.1.8.D.2 The study of masterworks of art from diverse 
cultures and different historical eras assists in understanding specific 
cultures. 
ELA W.7.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences 
or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and 
well-structured event sequences. 
 
Activity 

● Students study Islamic architecture (eg: minarets, Dome of the 
Rock) and arabesques; students then create new patterns 
based on those of existing arabesques. 

● Students study stories from 1,001 Arabian Nights and create 
their own stories to add to the compilation. 

 

Standards 
9.1.8.A.2. Relate how career choices, education choices, skills, 
entrepreneurship, and economic conditions affect income.  
9.1.8.A.3. Differentiate among ways that workers can improve 
earning power through the acquisition of new knowledge and skills. 
9.1.8.A.4. Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 
9.1.8.B.6. Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and 
historical influences on financial practice.  
9.1.8.D.5. Explain the economic principle of supply and demand 
 
 
Activity 
Students examine how trade, war, and cultural diffusion spread 
Islam around the Middle East and beyond.  Muslims were able to 
acquire vast amounts of wealth due to trade and understanding the 
concept of supply and demand.  Many Arabs became involved in 
trade to some degree or another and the acquisition of these skills 
helped them to improve their lives. 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
Standards 
8.1.8.D.4. Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
8.2.8.B.1. Evaluate the history and impact of sustainability on the 
development of a designed product or system over time and present 
results to peers. 
8.2.8.C.3. Evaluate the function, value, and aesthetics of a 
technological product or system, from the perspective of the user and 
the producer. 
 
Activity 
Students examine how Muslim Empires made innovations in many 
different fields: medicine, astronomy, science, math, and public health, 
and research how the innovations have an impact on society today. 

Standards 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of 
decisions. 
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 
 
Activity 
Students examine current events related to Islam and problems in the 
Middle East today.  They are expected to research topics and present them 
clearly to their peers once a week. 
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UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 

 
Essential Questions: 
How did Islam grow so rapidly in its scope and power? 
 
Enduring Understanding: 
The religion of Islam and its culture spread and developed through trade, conquest, education, and learning.  
 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
 

● How Islam developed. 
● The factors that led to the rapid growth of Islam around Africa, 

Asia, and Eastern Europe. 
● How trade, religion, and innovation shaped Islamic society in 

Islamic culture. 
 

Students will be able to: 
 

● Identify the origins of Islam. 
● Describe the significance of Mecca. 
● Examine the impact of Islam on the Middle East as a region. 
● Identify important figures and then analyze their significance 

to the development, spread, and division of Islam. 
● Trace Islamic expansion throughout Asia and Africa as a 

result of military conquests and unprepared adversaries. 
● Describe the encounters between Muslims and Christians 

during the expansion of the Islamic world. 
● Explain how the development of trade routes led to the 

growth of cities and the economy in Islamic society 
● Analyze how the Islamic religion affected life for men and 

women in the region 
● Connect important innovations under Islamic empires to the 

expansion of global trade and cultural diffusion 
 

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Tests 
● Projects 
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Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Formative assessments (ticket-out-the-door, google forms surveys, etc) will be used frequently to 
assess student understanding. 

● Quizzes 
● Main Idea Webs for reading 
● Mind Map for key terms 
● Sequencing chart of Muhammad’s life 
● Timeline of the spread of Islam 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Map creating showing the spread of Islam 
● Storyboarding of the spread of Islam 
● Role Play to explain the split in Islam 
● Create a Wikipedia-type entry of an important person in medieval Islamic art, education, or 

medicine 
● Document Based Question: the influences of Islam 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

See Units 1 and 3 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 
 

● Discovery Ed Techbook 
● HistoryAlive! Medieval World 

 
Supplemental materials: 
 

● Atlas (Online and physical) 
● Primary sources  
● Websites 

○ EyeWitness to History 
○ PBS 
○ YouTube 
○ EdSitement 
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○ Medievalists 
○ Boston Debate League 
○ BIE 

 
Modifications for Learners 

See appendix 
 

 
Topic/Unit 3 

Title 

 
Wrath of the Khans - The Mongols 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
2 Weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS Social Studies 

6.2.8.B.4.a. Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, and cultural centers of each empire as well as the 
empires’ relationships with other parts of the world. 
6.2.8.B.4.b. Assess how maritime and overland trade routes (i.e., the African caravan and Silk Road) impacted urbanization, transportation, 
communication, and the development of international trade centers. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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6.2.8.B.4.f. Explain how the geographies and climates of Asia, Africa, Europe, and the Americas influenced their economic development and 
interaction or isolation with other societies. 
6.2.8.D.4.e. Analyze the immediate and long-term impact on China and Europe of the open exchange between Europe and the Yuan 
(Mongol) Dynasty. 
6.2.8.D.4.g. Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the people living Asia, Africa (Islam), Europe and the 
Americas over time.  
6.3.8CivicsPR.4: Use evidence and quantitative data to propose or defend a public policy related to climate change. 
 
Companion Standards 
 
RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources 
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a law, how interest 
rates are raised or lowered).  
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies.  
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g.,sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (eg., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts).  
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or map) with other information in print digital texts. 
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among facts, opinion, and reason judgement in a text. 
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary sources on the same topic. 
RH.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content: 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or 
text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the argument supports. 
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WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events: 
A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 
WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  
WHST.6-8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation.  
WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 

Standard 
ESS3.C: Human Impacts on Earth Systems 
Human activities have significantly altered the biosphere, sometimes 
damaging or destroying natural habitats and causing the extinction of 
other species. But changes to Earth’s environments can have different 
impacts (negative and positive) for different living things.   Typically as 
human populations and per-capita consumption of natural resources 

9.1.8.A.4. Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 
9.1.8.B.6. Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and 
historical influences on financial practice.  
9.1.8.D.5. Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 
 
Activity 
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increase, so do the negative impacts on Earth unless the activities and 
technologies involved are engineered otherwise. 
 
Activity 
Students research and examine how the Mongol conquest of Asia and 
Europe impacted the environment by reducing the carbon footprint of 
humans.  The impact of the Mongol conquests on the environment 
was similar to that of the Black Death. 
 

 
 

Students examine the financial benefits of the Mongols’ conquest of 
Asia and Europe, specifically looking at the control of the Silk Road. 
 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
8.2.8.B.1.  Evaluate the history and impact of sustainability on the 
development of a designed 
product or system over time and present results to peers. 
8.2.8.B.2. Identify the desired and undesired consequences from the 
use of a product or system. 
8.2.8.B.4. Research examples of how humans can devise 
technologies to reduce the negative 
consequences of other technologies and present your findings.  
8.2.8.B.5. Identify new technologies resulting from the demands, 
values, and interests of individuals, businesses, industries, and 
societies  
 
 
Activity 
Students examine the Mongols’ strategies in battle, and how the 
technological changes Mongols made to their battle strategies helped 
in their conquests.  

 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
 
Activity 
Students design a project about the Mongols and their 
environmental impact and design a presentation for the class. 
 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions 
How did developments in Asia shape the medieval world and the environment/climate? 



20 

 
Enduring Objectives 
Early in its development the Mongol Empire conquered from the Pacific Ocean in the east to the Black Sea in the west; later, trade and 
cultural exchanges were promoted throughout and beyond the Empire to Europe and Africa. 
 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● How Mongol conquest changed relations between regional 

societies. 
● How did Mongols conquests help to reduce man’s carbon 

footprint.  
 

Students will be able to: 
● Explain the establishment and  expansion of the Mongolian 

Empire. 
● Trace the expansion of the Mongol empire after Genghis 

Khan. 
● Analyze the impact of Mongol rule on Chinese civilization 

and other cultures. 
● Describe how trade flourished under the Mongols. 

 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Tests 
● Projects 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Formative assessments (ticket-out-the-door, google forms surveys, etc) will be used frequently to 
assess student understanding. 

● Quizzes 
● Main Idea Webs for reading 
● Mind Map for key terms 
● Map annotation of the spread of the Mongol empire 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Role Play as a reporter interviewing a survivor of a Mongol attack 
● Student Sleuth activity investigating Mongol stereotypes 

 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 

Analyze primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the past and understanding historical 
perspectives  
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achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

 
Resources: DBQ Project: the Mongol conquest 
 
 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● Discovery Ed Techbook 
● HistoryAlive! Medieval World 

Supplemental materials: 
● Atlas (Online and physical) 
● Primary sources  
● Websites 

○ EyeWitness to History 
○ PBS 
○ YouTube 
○ EdSitement 
○ Medievalists 
○ Boston Debate League 
○ BIE 

 
Modifications for Learners 

See appendix 

 
Topic/Unit 4 

Title 

 
West African Empires 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
5 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS Social Studies 

 
6.2.8.B.4.f. Explain how the geographies and climates of Asia, Africa, Europe, and the Americas influenced their economic development and 
interaction or isolation with other societies. 
6.2.8.A.4.a. Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally govern expanding territories with diverse 
populations.  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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6.2.8.B.4.b. Assess how maritime and overland trade routes (i.e., the African caravan and Silk Road) impacted urbanization, transportation, 
communication, and the development of international trade centers. 
6.2.8.B.4.c. Determine how Africa’s physical geography and natural resources presented challenges and opportunities for trade, development, 
and the spread of religion. 
6.2.8.B.4.d. Explain why the Arabian Peninsula’s physical features and location made it the epicenter of Afro-Eurasian trade and fostered the 
spread of Islam into Africa, Europe, and Asia 
6.2.8.C.4.a. Explain how and why the interrelationships among improved agricultural production, population growth, urbanization, and 
commercialization led to the rise of powerful states and kingdoms (i.e., Europe, Asia, Americas). 
6.2.8.D.4.g. Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the people living Asia, Africa (Islam), Europe and the 
Americas over time. 
6.3.8CivicsPR.4: Use evidence and quantitative data to propose or defend a public policy related to climate change. 
 
Companion Standards 
 
RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources 
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a law, how interest 
rates are raised or lowered).  
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies.  
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g.,sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (eg., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts).  
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or map) with other information in print digital texts. 
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among facts, opinion, and reason judgement in a text. 
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary sources on the same topic. 
RH.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content: 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or 
text, using credible sources. 
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C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the argument supports. 

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events: 
A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 
WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  
WHST.6-8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation.  
WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 

AMC: Students participate in whole class discussion comparing and 
contrasting the West African slave trade and the American slave trade. 
 
 

9.1.8.A.1. Explain the meaning and purposes of taxes and tax 
deductions and why fees for various benefits (e.g., medical benefits) 
are taken out of pay. 
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ELA: W.7.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences 
or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and 
well-structured event sequences; engage and orient the reader by 
establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally 
and logically; use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and 
description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.  
 
 
Activity 
Students use primary and secondary sources to keep a journal 
simulating their experience crossing the Sahara Desert as a medieval 
trader. Students use text, video, images, and maps to describe the 
features of Africa, how geography impacted the lives of Africans, and 
various roles of Africans in the trans-Saharan trade. 
  

9.1.8.A.4. Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 
9.1.8.B.6. Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and 
historical influences on financial practice.  
9.1.8.D.5. Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 
Activity 
Students discuss how the salt and gold traders exacted taxes as 
intermediaries and how the kings exacted taxes to maintain their 
armies, comparing former taxes to today’s taxes and their 
implementation. 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
 
8.1.8.A.2. Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized 
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
8.1.8.B.1. Synthesize and publish information about a local or global 
issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, school web). 
8.1.8.D.4. Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
8.1.8.E.1. Effectively use a variety of search tools and filters in 
professional public databases to find information to solve a real world 
problem.  
 
Activity: 
Students create a news broadcast using WeVideo or Screencastify 
reporting on the medieval salt and gold trade, describing how trade 
affected the lives of people living during the medieval West African 
Trading Empire.  

 
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
 
Activity 
Students create a news broadcast reporting on the medieval salt 
and gold trade, describing how trade affected the lives of people 
living during the medieval West African Trading Empire.  
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UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 

 
Essential Question: 
 
How did geography influence the development of empires and trade in Africa? 
 
Enduring Understanding: 
The people of Africa were both inhibited by and benefited from the geography of the continent. 
 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
 

● How the geography of Africa affected its settlement patterns 
and commerce 

● How trade influenced the politics and culture of African empires 
 

Students will be able to: 
 

● Locate boundaries, important cities, and bodies of water of 
Africa on a map. 

● Describe how the geography of the region shaped the way of 
life of the people living there. 

● Trace the growth of the empires of Ghana, Mali, and 
Songhai. 

● Describe the cultural, social, economic, and political 
characteristics of African empires. 

● Describe the indigenous religions practiced in Africa before 
the spread of Christianity and Islam. 

● Trace the influences of Islam and Christianity on African 
cultures. 

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Tests 
● Projects 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 

● Formative assessments (ticket-out-the-door, google forms surveys, etc) will be used frequently to 
assess student understanding. 
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the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Quizzes 
● Main Idea Webs for reading 
● Mind Map for key terms 
● Sequencing chart of the migrations trends 
● Compare similarities and differences between African empires 
● Compare the importance of early trade routes to today. 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Use photographs of Africa’s landscape to draw conclusions 
● Simulate the gold-salt trade 
● Journal entry describing Timbuktu in the 1500s 
● Document Based Investigation on the effects of trade on early African empires 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

See Units 1 and 3 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● Discovery Ed Techbook 
● HistoryAlive! Medieval World 

Supplemental materials: 
 

● Atlas (Online and physical) 
● Primary sources  
● Websites 

○ EyeWitness to History 
○ PBS 
○ YouTube 
○ EdSitement 
○ Medievalists 
○ Boston Debate League 
○ BIE 
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Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

 
Topic/Unit 5 

Title 

 
Japanese Society and Feudalism 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
2 Weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS Social Studies 

 
6.2.8.A.4.b. Compare and contrast the Japanese and European systems of feudalism and the effectiveness of each in promoting social, 
economic, and political order. 
6.2.8.B.4.f. Explain how the geographies and climates of Asia, Africa, Europe, and the Americas influenced their economic development and 
interaction or isolation with other societies. 
6.2.8.D.4.a. Analyze the role of religion and economics in shaping each empire’s social hierarchy, and evaluate the impact these hierarchical 
structures had on the lives of various groups of people. 
6.2.8.D.4.g. Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the people living Asia, Africa (Islam), Europe and the 
Americas over time. 
 
Companion Standards 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources 
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a law, how interest 
rates are raised or lowered).  
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies.  
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g.,sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (eg., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts).  
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or map) with other information in print digital texts. 
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among facts, opinion, and reason judgement in a text. 
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary sources on the same topic. 
RH.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content: 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or 
text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the argument supports. 

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events: 
A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  
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WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 
WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  
WHST.6-8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation.  
WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 
Standards  
 
ELA RI.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make relevant 
connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
ELA RI.7.3. Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and 
ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how 
individuals influence ideas or events). 
 
Activity 
Students read, analyze, and interpret primary and secondary 
documents and data to write an essay based on the following 
question: Samurai and Knights: Were the similarities greater than the 
differences?  

9.1.8.B.6. Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and 
historical influences on financial practice.  
 
Activity 
Students compare and contrast the feudal system in Europe to the 
Japanese feudal system. 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
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8.1.8.D.1. Understand and model appropriate online behaviors related 
to cyber safety, cyber bullying, cyber security, and cyber ethics 
including appropriate use of social media. 
8.1.8.D.2. Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to 
digital content. 
8.1.8.D.4. Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
 
Activity:  
Students choose a class within the Japanese feudal system and 
conduct research in order to compare and contrast them to their 
European counterpart.  

CRP2 Apply appropriate academic and technical skills 
CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP6 Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP8 Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  
CRP9 Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 
CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 
CRP12 Work productively in teams while using cultural global 
competence.  
 
Activity 
Students choose a class within the Japanese feudal system and 
conduct research in order to compare and contrast them to their 
European counterpart.  

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions 
How did geographic isolation and cultural diffusion shape society in Japan? 
 
Enduring Objective: 
Japanese feudalism resembled European Feudalism even though the two cultures had no significant contact or interaction. 
Japanese isolation maintained a culture and society that left the Japanese behind in technology, science, and medicine. 
 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● The influence of Japan’s physical geography on its cultural 

development. 
● The effect of power and social status on Japan’s feudal 

society. 
 

Students will be able to: 
● Locate Japan’s boundaries, import cities, and bodies of water 

on a map. 
● Describe how the geography of the region shaped the way of 

life of the people living there. 
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● Trace the major political economic, and religious 
developments in Japanese society.  

● Analyze the relationship between feudal power, military rank, 
and social status in shogunate Japan. 

● Understand the connection between Zen Buddhism and 
Bushido 

 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Tests 
● Projects 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Formative assessments (ticket-out-the-door, google forms surveys, etc) will be used frequently to 
assess student understanding. 

● Quizzes 
● Main Idea Webs for reading 
● Mind Map for key terms 
● Stations Explorations to investigate the cultural and political development of Japan in isolation 
● Comparison Chart to show similarities and differences between peasants, merchants, and artisans 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Use a fictional passage to identify prior knowledge and misconceptions 
● Debate the positive and negative geographic features of the island of Japan 
● Summary frames to explain feudalism 
● Document Based Investigation on the impact of Japan’s geography on its culture 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

See Units 1 and 3 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● Discovery Ed Techbook 
● HistoryAlive! Medieval World 
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Supplemental materials: 
● Atlas (Online and physical) 
● Primary sources  
● Websites 

○ EyeWitness to History 
○ PBS 
○ YouTube 
○ EdSitement 
○ Medievalists 
○ Boston Debate League 
○ BIE 

 
Modifications for Learners 

See appendix 

 
Topic/Unit 6 

Title 

 
 Europe’s Rebirth - The Renaissance 

 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
3 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS Social Studies 

 
6.2.8.A.4.a. Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally govern expanding territories with diverse 
populations. 
6.2.8.B.4.a. Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, and cultural centers of each empire as well as the 
empires’ relationships with other parts of the world 
6.2.8.C.4.b. Determine the extent to which interaction between the Islamic world and medieval Europe increased trade, enhanced technology 
innovation, and impacted scientific thought and the arts. 
6.2.8.D.4.d.  Determine which events led to the rise and eventual decline of European feudalism. 
6.2.8.D.4.g. Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the people living Asia, Africa (Islam), Europe and the 
Americas over time. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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6.3.12.D.2. Analyze a current foreign policy issue by considering current and historical perspectives, examining strategies and presenting 
possible actions. 
 
Companion Standards 
 
RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources 
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a law, how interest 
rates are raised or lowered).  
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies.  
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g.,sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (eg., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts).  
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or map) with other information in print digital texts. 
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among facts, opinion, and reason judgement in a text. 
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary sources on the same topic. 
RH.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content: 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or 
text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the argument supports. 

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events: 
A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
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C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 
WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  
WHST.6-8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation.  
WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 

Standard (Visual and Performing Arts) 
1.1.8.C.2  Actors exercise their voices and bodies through a wide 
variety of techniques to expand the range and the clarity of the 
characters they develop 
Activity 
Students take the role of or showcase one significant contributor of the 
Renaissance in the following categories: 
(Art) Artists i.e. Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo 
(STEM) Scientists i.e. Galileo Galilei and Nicolaus Copernicus 
(ELA) Leaders i.e. Elizabeth I and Medici Family 
(ELA) Scholars/Writers i.e. William Shakespeare and Danta Alighieri 
(STEM) Inventors i.e. Johannes Gutenberg 

9.1.8.D.5. Explain the economic principle of supply and demand.. 
9.1.8.F.1. Explain how the economic system of production and 
consumption may be a means to achieve significant societal goals. 
9.1.8.F.3. Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer 
fiscal responsibility to the economy and to personal finance. 
 
Activity 
Students discuss how trade allowed the Renaissance to take place 
in Italy and it allowed artists like DaVinci to specialize in specific 
types of art (painting, sculpture, frescos, etc..) 
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(STEM) Explorers i.e. Christopher Columbus and Ferdinand Magellan 
 

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
8.1.8.A.2. Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized 
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
8.1.8.B.1. Synthesize and publish information about a local or global 
issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, school web). 
8.1.8.D.4. Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
 
Activity 
Students take the role of or showcase one significant contributor of the 
Renaissance, research his/her contributions to society, and present 
their findings using a digital application of their choice. 
 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity. 
CRP 12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global 
competence.  
 
Activity 
Students take the role of or showcase one significant contributor of 
the Renaissance, research his/her contributions to society, and 
present their findings using a digital application of their choice. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
 
Essential Question: 
 
How did the Renaissance impact Europe and the world? 
 
Enduring Understanding: 
As a result of the Renaissance, Europe experienced a rebirth in learning, knowledge, and creativity that helped push mankind into the modern 
world. 
We appreciate great works of music and art today created by the masters of the Renaissance.  
 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
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Students will know: 
● The social and cultural changes created by global contact 

during the Renaissance 
● How the innovations of the Renaissance influenced the 

development of Western Civilization. 

Students will be able to: 
● Define Renaissance and discuss its impact on society. 
● Trace the origins and growth of the Renaissance from Italy 

throughout Europe. 
● Identify important Renaissance figures (Machiavelli, 

Leonardo da Vinci, Shakespeare, and Gutenberg) and 
developments.   Analyze the impact of these people and 
developments on European society. 

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Tests 
● Projects 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Formative assessments (ticket-out-the-door, google forms surveys, etc) will be used frequently to 
assess student understanding. 

● Quizzes 
● Main Idea Webs for reading 
● Mind Map for key terms 
● Sequence the societal changes from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Diagram the comparisons and contrasts of the types of governments among the Italian city-states 
● Role play as a northern European or Italian 
● Jigsaw the artists, writers, and thinkers of the Renaissance 
● Document Based Investigation on how the Renaissance still impacts the modern world.  (DBQ) 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

See Units 1 and 3 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 
 

● Discovery Ed Techbook 
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● HistoryAlive! Medieval World 
 

Supplemental materials: 
 

● Atlas (Online and physical) 
● Primary sources  
● Websites 

○ EyeWitness to History 
○ PBS 
○ YouTube 
○ EdSitement 
○ Medievalists 
○ Boston Debate League 
○ BIE 

 
Modifications for Learners 

See appendix 
 

 
Topic/Unit 7 

Title 

 
Age of Exploration 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
4 Weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS Social Studies 

6.2.8.A.4.a. Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally govern expanding territories with diverse 
populations.  
6.2.8.B.4.a. Explain how geography influenced the development of the political, economic, and cultural centers of each empire as well as the 
empires’ relationships with other parts of the world. 
6.2.8.B.4.e. Analyze the motivations for civilizations to modify the environment, determine the positive and negative consequences of 
environmental changes made during this time period, and relate these changes to current environmental challenges. 
6.2.8.B.4.f. Explain how the geographies and climates of Asia, Africa, Europe, and the Americas influenced their economic development and 
interaction or isolation with other societies.  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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6.2.8.D.4.g.  Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the people living Asia, Africa (Islam), Europe and the 
Americas over time. 
 
Companion Standards 
 
RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources 
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a law, how interest 
rates are raised or lowered).  
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies.  
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g.,sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (eg., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts).  
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or map) with other information in print digital texts. 
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among facts, opinion, and reason judgement in a text. 
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary sources on the same topic. 
RH.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content: 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or 
text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the argument supports. 

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events: 
A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
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C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 
WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  
WHST.6-8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation.  

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 

Standard (Visual and Performing Arts) 
1.1.8.C.2  Actors exercise their voices and bodies through a wide 
variety of techniques to expand the range and the clarity of the 
characters they develop. 
 
Activity 
Students take the role of or showcase one significant contributor of the 
Renaissance in the following categories: 
(Art) Artists i.e. Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo 
(STEM) Scientists i.e. Galileo Galilei and Nicolaus Copernicus 
(ELA) Leaders i.e. Elizabeth I and Medici Family 
(ELA) Scholars/Writers i.e. William Shakespeare and Danta Alighieri 
(STEM) Inventors i.e. Johannes Gutenberg 
(STEM) Explorers i.e. Christopher Columbus and Ferdinand Magellan 

9.1.8.D.5. Explain the economic principle of supply and demand.. 
9.1.8.F.1. Explain how the economic system of production and 
consumption may be a means to achieve significant societal goals. 
9.1.8.F.3. Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer 
fiscal responsibility to the economy and to personal finance. 
 
Activity 
Students discuss how trade allowed the Renaissance to take place 
in Italy and it allowed artists like DaVinci to specialize in specific 
types of art (painting, sculpture, frescos, etc..) 
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Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
8.1.8.A.2. Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized 
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
8.1.8.B.1. Synthesize and publish information about a local or global 
issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, school web). 
8.1.8.D.4. Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
 
Activity 
Students take the role of or showcase one significant contributor of the 
Renaissance, research his/her contributions to society, and present 
their findings using a digital application of their choice. 
 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity. 
CRP 12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global 
competence.  
 
Activity 
Students take the role of or showcase one significant contributor of 
the Renaissance, research his/her contributions to society, and 
present their findings using a digital application of their choice. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
 
Essential Question 
How did the increased interaction of international cultures change the course of world history? 
 
Enduring Objectives 
European conquest of the New World significantly changed the course of history for the people of Central and South America.  These 
people’s cultural identities and their cultural traditions were destroyed as a result of this interaction.  
 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 

Students will know: 
● The motivations of European explorers 
● How European contact and conquest changed life in the 

Americas and in Europe. 

Students will be able to: 
● Analyze the motives for exploration and conquest by 

Europeans nations. 
● Trace the Age of Exploration and its effect on Africa. 
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● Explain the impact of the transatlantic slave trade on the 
African people. 

● Trace the Age of Exploration and its effect on Asia. 
● Analyze the causes and effects of European exploration of 

the Americas on the native people of the Americas and the 
economy of Europe. 

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 
Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Tests 
● Projects 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Formative assessments (ticket-out-the-door, google forms surveys, etc) will be used frequently to 
assess student understanding. 

● Quizzes 
● Main Idea Webs for reading 
● Mind Map for key terms 
● Advertise navigation tools to explain their purpose  
● Comparisons Chart on pre- and post-Europe/America after the Columbian Exchange 
● Annotate a map showing European exploration to the Americas 
● Document-Based Investigation exploring how disease and war affected native populations after 

European contact. 
 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Problem/Solution chart to investigate the motivations of Europeans to explore 
● Create a timeline showing the rise and fall of European powers in India and China 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

See Units 1 and 3 

RESOURCES 
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Core instructional materials: 
● Discovery Ed Techbook 
● HistoryAlive! Medieval World 

 
Supplemental materials: 

● Atlas (Online and physical) 
● Primary sources  
● Websites 

○ EyeWitness to History 
○ PBS 
○ YouTube 
○ EdSitement 
○ Medievalists 
○ Boston Debate League 
○ BIE 

 
Modifications for Learners 

See appendix 
 

 
Topic/Unit 8 

Title 

 
The Holocaust - The Rise of of Nazism in the 20th Century 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
4 weeks 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS (Content) 

 
HMC N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28, Holocaust/Genocide Education 
 
6.1.12.D.11.d Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, bystanders, rescuers, and perpetrators during the Holocaust. 
 
Companion Standards 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources 
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a law, how interest 
rates are raised or lowered).  
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies.  
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g.,sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (eg., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts).  
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or map) with other information in print digital texts. 
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among facts, opinion, and reason judgement in a text. 
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary sources on the same topic. 
RH.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content: 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or 
text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the argument supports. 

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events: 
A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  
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WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 
WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  
WHST.6-8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation.  
WHST.6-8.9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
WHST.6-8.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self correction, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 

HCM: In conjunction with language arts, students study beginnings of 
the Nazi party including the economic and societal conditions 
permitting Hilter to rise to power. 
 
Activity 
 
After studying several events that lead to Hitler’s rise to power, 
students argue which event was most significant. 

9.1.8.A.1. Explain the meaning and purposes of taxes and tax 
deductions and why fees for various benefits (e.g., medical benefits) 
are taken out of pay. 
9.1.8.A.5. Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an 
individual’s earning power.  
9.1.8.B.6. Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and 
historical influences on financial practice.  
9.1.8.D.5. Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 
9.1.8.F.1. Explain how the economic system of production and 
consumption may be a means to achieve significant societal goals. 
 
Activity 
 
After studying several events that lead to Hitler’s rise to power, 
students argue which event was most significant. 
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Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
8.1.8.A.1. Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using 
digital tools. 
8.1.8.A.2. Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized 
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
8.1.8.B.1. Synthesize and publish information about a local or global 
issue or event (ex. telecollaborative project, blog, school web). 
8.1.8.D.2. Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to 
digital content. 
8.1.8.D.4. Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 
 
Activity 
After studying several events that lead to Hitler’s rise to power, 
students argue which event was most significant. Students create a 
Flipgrid or Screencastify to make their arguments; students then reply 
rebutting their peers’ arguments. 
 
 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity. 
 
Activity 
After studying several events that lead to Hitler’s rise to power, 
students argue which event was most significant. Students create a 
Flipgrid or Screencastify to make their arguments; students then 
reply rebutting their peers’ arguments. 

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
 
Essential Question: 
 
What factors contributed to human catastrophes such as genocide? 
 
Enduring Understanding: 
 
The Treaty of Versailles significantly contributed to the rise of Hitler and the Nazi party by creating an economic and social catastrophe.  
 
 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
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Students will know: 
 

● The factors that led to the rise of fascism and Nazism in 
Germany. 

● Why many people were seemingly complicit in the Holocaust. 
 

Students will be able to: 
 

● Describe how WWI and the Treaty of Versailles punished 
Germany. 

● Describe how political, social, and economic chaos in post 
WWI Germany created a fertile environment for Hitler/Nazis 
to recruit people from.  

● Examine how the Nazis slowly eroded Jewish rights and 
dehumanized them over many years. 

● Analyze and describe why Nazi propaganda was so 
successful.  

 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Tests 
● Project 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Formative assessments (ticket-out-the-door, google forms surveys, etc) will be used frequently to 
assess student understanding. 

● Quizzes 
● Main Idea Webs for reading 
● Mind Map for key terms 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Document-Based Investigation exploring how the effects of the Holocaust still impact the modern 
world. 

● Create a map showing the overlay concentration camps and Nazi occupied Europe. 
● Describe how WWI and the Treaty of Versaille directly caused Hitler’s rise to power and WWII. 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

See Units 1 and 3 
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RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

Excerpts from the Treaty of Versailles 
The Rise of The Third Reich (History Channel) 

 
Supplemental materials: 
The Diary of Anne Frank 
Teacher generated vocabulary list 
Teacher generated powerpoint of Hitler and his henchmen 
 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

 
Topic/Unit 9 

Title 

 
Current Events 

 
Approximate Pacing 

 
Weekly 

STANDARDS  
NJSLS Social Studies 

 
6.3.8.D.1 Engage in simulated democratic processes (e.g., legislative hearings, judicial proceedings, elections) to understand how conflicting 
points of view are addressed in a democratic society 
6.3.8.A.1 Deliberate on a public issue affecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop a reasoned conclusion. 

 
Companion Standards 
 
RH.6-8.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing
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RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct 
from prior knowledge or opinions. 
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes a law, how interest 
rates are raised or lowered).  
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies.  
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g.,sequentially, comparatively, causally). 
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (eg., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts).  
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or map) with other information in print digital texts. 
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among facts, opinion, and reason judgement in a text. 
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary sources on the same topic. 
RH.6-8.10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 
WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content: 

A. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize 
the reasons and evidence logically. 

B. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or 
text, using credible sources. 

C. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

D. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
E. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the supports the argument supports. 

WHST.6-8.2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events: 
A. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts, and information using text structures (e.g. definition, classification, 

comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g. headings, graphics, and multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

B. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
C. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
E. Establish and maintain a formal/academic style, approach, and form. 
F. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.  

WHST.6-8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 
and audience. 
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WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.  
WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and 
ideas clearly and efficiently. 
WHST.6-8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.  
WHST.6-8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation.  
 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 21st Century Skills: 

Standard 
ELA RI.7.2. Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze 
their development over the course of the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
Activity 
On a weekly basis students research a current event of their choice 
and complete a graphic organizer.  Then, they write a summary in 
their own words about their article.  Finally, the students present their 
current event to the class to be discussed and debated respectfully.  
 

9.1.8.A.3. Differentiate among ways that workers can improve 
earning power through the acquisition of new knowledge and skills. 
9.1.8.A.4. Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 
9.1.8.A.5. Relate how the demand for certain skills determines an 
individual’s earning power.  
9.1.8.B.6. Evaluate the relationship of cultural traditions and 
historical influences on financial practice.  
9.1.8.D.5. Explain the economic principle of supply and demand. 
9.1.8.E.2. Identify personal information that should not be disclosed 
to others and the possible consequences of doing or not doing so. 
9.1.8.F.1. Explain how the economic system of production and 
consumption may be a means to achieve significant societal goals. 
9.1.8.F.3. Relate the impact of business, government, and consumer 
fiscal responsibility to the economy and to personal finance. 
9.2.8.B.7. Evaluate the impact of online activities and social media 
on employer decisions. 
 
Activity 
On a weekly basis students research a current event of their choice 
and complete a graphic organizer.  Then, they write a summary in 



50 

their own words about their article.  Finally, the students present their 
current event to the class to be discussed and debated respectfully.  

Technology Standards: Career Ready Practices: 
8.1.8.A.1. Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using 
digital tools. 
8.1.8.A.2. Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized 
learning plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital 
applications to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 
8.1.8.D.4. Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content. 

 
Activity 
On a weekly basis students research a current event of their choice 
and complete a graphic organizer.  Then, they write a summary in 
their own words about their article.  Finally, the students present their 
current event to the class to be discussed and debated respectfully.  

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee 
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of 
decisions. 
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  
CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management. 
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity. 
 
Activity 
On a weekly basis students research a current event of their choice 
and complete a graphic organizer.  Then, they write a summary in 
their own words about their article.  Finally, the students present 
their current event to the class to be discussed and debated 
respectfully.  

UNIT/TOPIC ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS AND ENDURING OBJECTIVES/UNDERSTANDINGS 
Essential Questions 
How are current events connected to the past and how do they shape our future? 
 
Enduring Understanding 
Modern events shape our future and are often connected to our past. 
 

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Key Knowledge Process/Skills/Procedures/Application of Key Knowledge 
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Students will know: 
● How world events impact their daily life. 
● How historical events are connected to and impact current 

events. 
 

Students will be able to: 
● Analyze how historical events have had a direct impact on 

events happening now. 
● Examine how geo-political events affect the economy. 
● Develop an opinion based on fact. 
● Explain how major events are related to one another in time. 
● Compare and contrast differing interpretations of current and 

historical events. 
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Summative Assessment 
(Assessment at the end of the 
learning period) 

● Summaries and reflection 

Formative Assessments 
(Ongoing assessments during 
the learning period to inform 
instruction) 

● Classroom and peer discussion 
 

Alternative Assessments (Any 
learning activity or assessment 
that asks students to perform to 
demonstrate their knowledge, 
understanding and proficiency) 

● Formal and informal debates 

Benchmark Assessments 
(used to establish baseline 
achievement data and 
measure progress towards 
grade level standards; given 
2-3 X per year) 

See Unit 1 and 3 

RESOURCES 
Core instructional materials: 

● Newspaper (NY Times, Courier News, Star Ledger, Wall Street Journal, etc) 
● Magazines (Time, Newsweek,  National Geographic, etc) 
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● Internet New Sites (CNN, NBC, Reuters, BBC, etc) 
● Video News Stories 
● Social Media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc) 

 
Supplemental materials: 
N/A 
 

Modifications for Learners 
See appendix 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/165uCa41MuXtL-R5K0pyPxQ7Iw0PFgrZS-_0n9mh8Bk8/edit?usp=sharing

